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SOLAR PANELS — ELECTRICITY SUPPLY CHARGE — DARLING RANGE ELECTORATE 

371. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Yes or no: has the doubling of the supply charge by the Premier’s government 
had a disproportionate impact on households in Darling Range, particularly solar owners? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

We have been a strong supporter of renewable energy. We and the people of Darling Range might recall that 
a couple of budgets ago the member tried to rip up the contracts of people who put in place solar power and remove 
the support they were receiving under contracts they signed between the government that he was in — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: We didn’t do it! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, you did! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, you did. The former government backflipped on that within about a week, as I recall. 

That is what the former government tried to do to the people of Darling Range. I also let the people of 
Darling Range know that the increases in electricity prices under us are half what they were under the Liberals and 
Nationals. But what I really want to let them know is whether or not the opposition’s policy is — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the third time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I really want to let them know whether the opposition’s policy is to sell Western Power. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr D.C. Nalder: He is asking a question. Are you asking a question? Didn’t you take to the election that you 
wouldn’t sell energy assets, and you sold three Synergy assets? 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, because I am standing I call you to order for the first time. Because the 
Premier asked a question, he is on his feet. You just get sucked in; you do not have to answer it. As the previous 
Speaker said, when the person on their feet is talking, they are the only ones allowed to talk. I agree with what he 
said. So I call you to order not for the other one, but because I was standing. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Clearly, the Liberals and Nationals have a policy to sell Western Power. They will not 
answer the question, so I can only assume that what they took to the last election remains their policy. That is why 
I will advise — 

Point of Order 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I draw the Premier’s answer to relevance. He is actually goading the opposition into 
answering his questions. He needs to answer the question put to him. 
The SPEAKER: I am sure the Premier will get back to the answer. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: They asked me about electricity, electricity prices and the like. The opposition’s policy to 
sell off Western Power will reduce the maintenance for those people in the hills, of which the electorate of 
Darling Range occupies a lot. They are very concerned. 
Mr I.C. Blayney: How do you know that? 
Mr M. McGOWAN: “How do you know that?” So it is the opposition’s policy to sell Western Power. We have 
had the first breach in the dam from Geraldton over there! The crack in the dam is over in Geraldton! Do I have 
anyone else? Do I have anyone else who will defend the sale of Western Power? Anyone else? I am listening—
anyone else? No. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Premier. Members, the Premier will talk through the Chair. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The Liberal Party’s policy is to sell off Western Power. We will advise the people of 
Darling Range to that effect. 
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